P10
- Focus

- PROPERTY |

NEW STRAITS TIMES FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2009

FquiIIing the green plan

Mulpha's property helmsman Ronn Yong feels everybody has a role to play in saving Earth from global warming

Property

By 5.C. Cheah

he current global Green
Trevolution is a topic

closest to the heart of
Ronn Yeng, executive direc-
tor of public-iisted Mulpha
International Bhd, and he is
happy more and more prop-
erty developers are jumping
on the handwagen to combat
global warming and offer -
healthy lifestyle products.

Yong, who is also general

manager of Mulpha Land
Bhd's property division,
credits his boss Lee Seng
Huang, chairman of Mulpha
International, as the "key
driver” behind his company’s
green vision and the reasoen
why several eco-friendly fea-
tures have been applied to
the RM2.6 hillion Leisure Farm

Resort in Iskandar Malaysia,
fohor.

"As one of the early embrac-
ers of environmentally sustain-
able architectural designs and
concepts, he (Lee) has set the
benchmark for everybody in
Mulpha to follow,” says Yong.

“He guided us to adopt
creative green ideas more than
eight years ago and shared
with s his efforts in develop-
ing green lifestyle projects in
Australia.

"His forward-thinking
approach, dynamism and
global inflience will spearhead
the group as a green devel-
oper.”

With the vision cast, Yong's
task is to ensure its fulfilment
- a mission made easier since

the 45-year-old architec-
tural graduate is also a strong
green advocate,

His journey into “green
architecture” began dur-
ing his student days in
Ohio, the United States,
where he enrolled in Kent
State University’s School
of Environmental and
Architectural Design.

With a schocling that
“greatly emphasised model-
ling energy concept build-
ings”, Yong says the back-
ground has “given me a
better understanding of green
architecture and energy con-
sumption in the current envi-
ronmental climate.

After graduating with a

Master of Architecture dogree,

he went on to work in the

US and was "exposed Lo the
idea of managing a 4,000-
acre development in Houston,
Texas that enabled me to
understand key green consid-
erations such as preservation,
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Preservation, protection and
conservation hy reusing, recy-
cling and reducing is gradually
catching on, says Yong.

conservation and the need
to use environmentally sen-
sitive and sustainable archi-
tecture”.

The degree and experi-

. ence also helped him upon

his return to Malaysia to
convinge consuftants, con-
traclors, sub-contractors
and colleagues to believe in
the green approach.

“It was a challenge ...
however, with our continu-
ous exploratory influences
and through examples
of work done by local
architects and landscape
architects such as Kevin
Low and Seksan Design, the
approach-to preservation,
protection and conservation
by reusing, recycling and
reducing is gradually catch-
ing on,” he says.

Yong, who has moare
‘than 20 years experience
in property development,
points ta Leisure Farm’s
win of the coveted Prix I
Excellence Award conferred
by the international Real
Estate Federation (Fiabci)
as a source of inspiration
that has “influenced other
reputable developers and
universities ta visit us and
adopted some of our green
concepts”.

"Mulpha’s green com-
mitment began nine years
ago, when we used this
approach to develop the
Canal Park, the D'Rimbunan
sales and service centre and
the Bale Equestrian and
Country Club in Leisure
Farm.

“For Canal Park, we trans-
formed an existing drain
reserve along the main
spine of the resort into a
green space instead of leav-
ing it as a concrete storm

drain.

“In doing so, we pre-
served 90 per cent of the
existing tree species and
transpltanted 60 per cent of
the trees ... we also mini-
mised earthwork, saved on
construction costs and cre-
ated a green lung as a sell-
ing feature,” he says.

frs the D'Rimbunan service
centre and sales office, Yong
says double roof systems,
deep overhangs, high ceif-
ings thal promote natural
cross ventilation and light-
ing and glass panels that
capture the surrounding
green vistas were mcorpo-
rated. _

“The roofs are punctuated
with rhythmic skylights to
draw diffused lighting for
the gallery and cafe to make
the indoors seem like out-
doors,” he explains.

“By naturally ventilating
and lighting the entire area,
air-conditioning usage has
been kept to a minimum ...
we also used sustainabie,
locally sourced material for
the finishes to keep opera-
tion and long term mainte-
nance costs fow.

“The rainwater collec-
tion systern is another
feature that lowers costs as
it channels water inte the
landscaped feature pond
and the canal for landscape
watering and recreation,”
he adds.

In the Bale Equestrian
Club comprising five coni-
cal Alang-Alang roofs from
Bali with natural ventilation
as well as Leisure Farm’s
residential phases such as
Pinggiran Bayou and Bayou
Water Village Homes, deep
roof canopies and over-
hangs, floor to ceiling win-
dows, courtyards, skylights,
vent stacks and energy-sav-
ing lights have also been
incorporated.

In Mulpha's latest 3G

What would usually be a concrete storm drain has become a land-
scaped space.

{Green, Galed, Generation}
homes called Merbok Cresk
Villas and the up-and-coming
Precinct 7 slated for faunch
by the third quarter of next
year, canai view garden bun-
galows and serni-detached
houses will feature similar
green elements,

In Kuala Lumpur, Yong
says Mulpha’s soon-lo-be
jaunched RM75 mitlion
Enclave Bangsar project with
seven units of 3G Villas will
also “explore and redefine
new concepts for green liv-
ing such as rainwater chan-
nelling for recycling and rec-
reation, green roofing, hetter
insulated local construction
materials, lower energy con-
sumption and higher green
plot ratios”.

The company's proposed
RM350 million 29-storey
office building along KL's
Jatan Sultan Ismail designed
by KPF New York Architects
will also be green certi-
fied,” he says, adding that
Mulpha's Malaysian projects i
will continue to follow the
green footprints left by its
Australian ventures,

“Our focus is to continue
developing creative boutique
and green lifestyle-related
projects similar to what
we have accomplished in
Australia,” he says.

Down Under, most of
Mulpha's projects have green
certifications, including the
new Transport House in
Sydney; Gaswork building
in Newstead; TAC build-
ing in Geelong, Victoria;
and Lifestyle Building in
Brookvale. }

5.C. Cheah is a veteran
journalist with his eors and

. eyes fixed on the praperty

scene. If there are projects (
you wanl him to see, email

him at sccheah.nstproperty@
gmail.com



